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earliest practicable moment, and Colonel Wei-
lesley being that officer, it fell to him, as matter
of ordinary duty, to be employed upon it.

There was, in the first instance, 110 selection
of Colonel Wellesley, because he was the brother
of the Governor-General, or because he was the
best person that could be sent. I have found a
memorandum of a conversation between the
Cominander-in-Chief and the Deputy Adjutant-
General, Major Turing, on this occasion, which
sets this matter quite at rest. Upon receiving
General Baird's application to be relieved, he
communicated it to Major Turing, and asked
who was the next officer for duty. "Colonel
Roberts," said Major Turing. " Then put him in
orders to go," replied General Harris. Presently
afterwards Major Turing, looking more atten-
tively over the order., said, CfNo, Sir, I have made
a mistake; Colonel Wellesley is the next for duty,
not Colonel Roberts." "Then let Colonel Wel-
lesley be put in orders for the relief," said General
Harris. Colonel Wellesley, accordingly, went in
the common routine of military duty, expecting
himself to be relieved whenever the Commander-
in-Chief should think fit. Indeed, at the moment
when Colonel Wellesley entered the Fort, and
General Baird left it, the Commander-in-Chief
could not say that the presence of both these
distinguished officers might not be immediately
required in the active duties of the field. We